Artistic Research at a Crossroads: Reflections from the SAR 2026
Policy Roundtable

Simona De Rosa, T6 Ecosystems

At the Society for Artistic Research (SAR) Conference 2026 in Galway, I had the pleasure of
organising and moderating the policy roundtable Advancing Artistic Research Policy. Bringing
together representatives of the Society for Artistic Research, ELIA, the Horizon Europe project
PACESETTERS, the COST Action ArtInRARE, and the STARTS community, the discussion
could not have come at a more important moment.

Europe is entering a decisive phase. Negotiations on the next Multiannual Financial Framework
(MFF) are underway, discussions on the successor to Horizon Europe are taking shape, and new
funding architectures are being designed under the European Competitiveness Fund. At the same
time, the cultural and creative sectors are facing increasing uncertainty regarding their place within
future European research and innovation policies.

Against this backdrop, our discussion was not simply about artistic research. It was about the future
of European research, innovation and cultural policy.

Artistic research is not an exception: it is a way of producing knowledge

One message emerged with remarkable consistency across all contributions: artistic research should
no longer be understood as an alternative or complementary research practice. It is a legitimate
methodology for generating knowledge, addressing complexity, and supporting innovation.

The discussion highlighted that artistic research operates differently from many traditional research
approaches. Rather than focusing exclusively on predefined outputs, it creates environments where
experimentation, collaboration and critical reflection become research methods in themselves. Its
value often lies not only in the final results but also in the processes that enable new questions, new
relationships and new ways of understanding societal challenges.

This perspective was particularly evident in reflections on the STARTS initiative. Rather than
simply bringing artists into technological projects, STARTS has demonstrated how artistic practices
fundamentally reshape innovation processes. Technology is not only developed, it is questioned,
humanised and placed within broader social, ethical and cultural contexts. As Stella Diakou noted,
the purpose is not merely technological advancement, but creating the conditions to ask better
questions.

Innovation needs artistic intelligence

A second important theme concerned the relationship between artistic research and digital
transformation. Artificial Intelligence, data infrastructures and emerging technologies are
increasingly transforming cultural production and knowledge creation. Yet technological innovation
alone cannot answer questions about authorship, bias, copyright, cultural diversity or democratic
governance.

Throughout the discussion, participants stressed that artistic research provides precisely the critical
capacity needed to navigate these transformations. Artists help reveal unintended consequences,



expose hidden assumptions and imagine alternative futures before technologies become embedded
in society.

This is particularly relevant as Europe considers investments in independent digital infrastructures
and Al ecosystems, Mari Sanden stressed. If Europe wishes to build technologies that are
trustworthy, culturally grounded and socially meaningful, artistic research cannot be added at the
end of innovation processes. It must become part of their design from the very beginning.

From projects to ecosystems

Another recurring concern was the short-term nature of European funding. As Paulo Luis Almeida
pointed out, many Horizon Europe projects generate valuable knowledge, partnerships and
methodologies, yet too often these achievements disappear when projects end. Several speakers
argued that artistic research requires continuity rather than isolated interventions.

Long-term ecosystems, sustained collaborations and durable policy frameworks are necessary if
Europe wants to fully benefit from the knowledge generated by artistic research. This also applies
to advocacy itself. Rather than isolated initiatives, participants called for stronger alliances capable
of speaking with one voice and demonstrating how artistic research contributes to Europe's broader
strategic priorities, from competitiveness and innovation to democracy, sustainability and cultural
resilience.

Artistic research needs recognition in future European programmes

Perhaps the strongest policy concern raised during the discussion related to the evolving European
funding landscape.

Irene Garofalo expressed concern that artistic research risks becoming less visible within future
research and innovation programmes if culture is no longer adequately represented within European
priorities. The issue is not simply one of funding. Research programmes define what Europe
considers strategically important. If artistic research is absent from these frameworks, its
contributions risk being overlooked in policy, evaluation and investment decisions.

Several concrete priorities emerged from the discussion such as the provision of a dedicated
funding for art—science—technology collaborations and a stronger support for innovation driven by
the cultural and creative sectors. All these actions should be supported by a systematic inclusion of
artists as researchers and equal partners from the earliest stages of research design. These
recommendations reflect a broader ambition: to move artistic research from the margins to the core
of European research and innovation policy.

Diversity is Europe's competitive advantage

An equally powerful message concerned cultural and linguistic diversity was delivered by Florian
Schneider. Rather than seeing diversity as a challenge to overcome, speakers argued that artistic
research demonstrates how Europe's plurality is one of its greatest competitive advantages. Artistic
practices naturally operate across languages, disciplines and cultures, creating spaces where
different forms of knowledge can coexist and generate innovation.

In an increasingly standardised technological landscape, artistic research reminds us that Europe's
strength lies precisely in its diversity, not only of cultures, but of ways of knowing.



To conclude, as moderator, I think we all left the discussion with a strong sense that artistic research
has reached an important turning point. The conversation was no longer about justifying its
existence. Instead, it focused on how artistic research can actively contribute to shaping future
European policies on research, innovation, culture and digital transformation. The challenge now is
to translate this shared vision into concrete policy action.

If Europe genuinely aims to build a research and innovation system that is competitive, democratic,
human-centred and resilient, artistic research must be recognised as a strategic component of that
system, not as a niche activity or an optional cultural dimension.

Future European programmes should explicitly acknowledge artistic research as a methodology for
innovation, create stable and interdisciplinary funding opportunities, develop evaluation
frameworks adapted to its specific characteristics, and strengthen the role of arts and culture in
addressing Europe's most pressing societal challenges.

Artistic research is not simply about producing art. It is about producing knowledge capable of
helping Europe imagine, design and govern its future.

The conversation in Galway should not remain confined to the conference room. Over the coming
weeks, we will consolidate the recommendations emerging from this roundtable into a policy brief
that will be shared across the artistic research, cultural and policy communities. Our objective is to
provide a concrete advocacy tool during the ongoing negotiations on the next Multiannual Financial
Framework and the design of the next generation of European research and innovation programmes.
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