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INTROOUCTION

Since 2016, the European Commission has funded a research framework called Science, Technology and Arts
(S+T+ARTS)'. S+T+ARTS aims to bridge the gap between science, technology, and the arts by addressing
contemporary and complex challenges.

Over the years, S+T+ARTS has identified an area where the potential for innovation is exceptionally high. The
network has become a key reference point for a large community of stakeholders who play a crucial role at the
intersection of science, technology and artistic practices, driving innovation forward.

Resources allocated since the 7th Framework Programme have enabled the development of interdisciplinary
methods, practices, knowledge and new technological solutions, promoting an interdisciplinary approach. The
S+T+ARTS framework contains all the essential elements needed to address the social, environmental and
economic challenges that Europe will face in the near future.

On 23 June 2025, the European Parliament hosted the high-level STARTS Ec(h)o Policy Event, titled “Investing in
Art-Driven Innovation for Europe’s Future”. Over 50 stakeholders from across Europe including artists, researchers,
technologists, policymakers, cultural actors, and institutional representatives discussed the importance of
integrating artistic thinking into innovation frameworks. Participants shared the conviction that art is a necessity
not a luxury for social, technological, and economic progress.

The following statements reinforce the discussion held in Brussels to continue the conversation about the need for
support for the ecosystem.

THE IMPACT OF THE 5+T+ARTS FRAMEWORH WITHIN THE EU RESEARCH
AND INNOVATION SYSTEMS

Over the last 10 years the S+T+ARTS framework has catalysed innovation, driven by the belief that combining science
and technology with an artistic perspective can generate valuable insights for research and business, through a
holistic and human-centred approach. S+T+ARTS has been implemented through a series of parallel initiatives
including residencies, prizes, lighthouses, academies, regional centres and thematic pilots. These initiatives produced
groundbreaking results.

It is worth mentioning some of the framework's greatest achievements. Since 2016, S+T+ARTS has organised,
funded, and monitored 18 residency programmes through various projects, 10 of which are still ongoing?. In total,
293 STARTS residencies have been developed to promote knowledge sharing and collaboration, receiving funding
totalling 4.5 million euros.

Since 2016 the S+T+ARTS Prize, held annually at the renowned Ars Electronica Festival in Linz, has played a
significant role in establishing a community of over 500 stakeholders. These include 108 high-level advisory
members and 52 jury members, as well as hundreds of artists, companies, scientists and researchers. From 2016
to 2024, the S+T+ARTS Prize has received more than 14.000 applications from 96 countries. Out of these, 162
nominations, 18 grand prizes and 88 honorary mentions were awarded. From 2020 to 2023 alone, artists and
researchers from the S+T+ARTS network have published at least 205 interviews, 48 scientific articles and 166
articles in sectoral publishing and dissemination journals. level.

1. https://starts.eu/
2. Current projects: STARTS Ec(h)o, STARTS4WATER I, STARTS4AFRICA, AIR, GRIN, STARTS in the City, MUSAE, Hungry EcoCities, ReSilence, Better
Factory. Past residency projects: VOJEXT, MediaFutures, STARSTAWATER, Repairing the Present, Re-Fream, MINDSPACES, VERTIGO, WEARSUSTAIN.



https://starts.eu/

5+T+ARTS

ECIHIO

It is important to emphasise that the projects honoured by the S+T+ARTS Prize address issues that are highly
relevant to the EU missions, particularly the "Adaptation to Climate Change" and are in line with the
Commission’s "Green Deal" priority. Notably, 72% of the Prize-winning projects address environmental issues
directly such as the human impact on different ecosystems, man-made ecological damage, the importance of
biodiversity, the energy crisis and the impact of climate change on food systems. This can be seen as part of a
wider aspiration among artists and researchers, striving to have a social and environmental impact through
cutting-edge research and innovative solutions.

The S+T+ARTS Lighthouses which support research seeking new technological solutions to major challenges
faced by the industry and society with artists, are among the pillars of the Ecosystem. To date the Lighthouses
have focused on topics such as water management, the manufacturing process in the fashion industry and the
societal challenges facing cities as the citizens' needs change. A second pillar, the S+T+ARTS academies, aims
to bridge the gap between art and technology at all levels of education, with a focus on children and young
adults. So far, technologists and artists have taught digital skills to more than 1000 children and young adults,
raising awareness of the possibilities, limitations and potential pitfalls of technology.

Additionally, the S+T+ARTS framework is committed to maximising the impact of its activities by scaling down
the adoption of a similar innovative framework to the regions. S+T+ARTS supports 32 regional centres, by
mobilising arts-driven innovation to address current regional challenges. The aim is to extend the S+T+ARTS
initiative towards European regions at a local level.

Additionally, the first edition of the S+T+ARTS Prize Africa was held in 2024. The prize recognises projects that
use creativity to drive positive change as well as highlighting examples of collaboration in Africa between
individuals, collectives, and organisations from different sectors. Six projects were honoured: one with the grand
prize and five with awards of distinction.

The S+T+ARTS framework has also proven to be a powerful tool for cultural diplomacy, at the global level,
attracting considerable attention from foreign ministries interested in replicating such an innovative funding
scheme. Ars Electronica, as coordinator of the network, has been invited by foreign ministries to assist in
formulating a similar approach in line with their research and innovation funding policies.

THE POTENTIAL DAMAGE OF DISCONTINUING SUPPORT

A lack of support for the S+T+ARTS framework in the next Work Programme 2026-2027 would have far-reaching
and detrimental consequences.

- LOSS OF A UNIQUE INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM.
Discontinuing support would dismantle a vibrant European network of thousands of stakeholders, including
researchers, artists, technologists, and innovators, who rely on this specific funding to drive groundbreaking
work at the intersection of art, science, and technology.

- EROSION OF EUROPE'S COMPETITIVE EDGE.
By halting support for S+T+ARTS, Europe risks losing its position as a leader in fostering interdisciplinary
innovation. This could lead to a brain drain, with talent migrating to regions where such collaborative
ecosystems are better supported, thereby weakening Europe's global competitiveness.
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« UNOERMINING SOCIETAL ANDO ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS.
The S+T+ARTS framework directly contributes to EU missions such as climate adaptation, sustainability, and
digital transformation. Discontinuing support would hinder progress towards these critical objectives, slowing
down innovations that address urgent societal challenges.

« WASTED INVESTMENT AND MISSED OPPORTUNITIES.
After nearly a decade of substantial investment and development, all the methodologies, networks, and
practices that have been established would be lost. This would not only squander past investments but also
forego future innovations that could stem from this unique ecosystem.

« NEGATIVE IMPACT ON YOUTH ANDO EDUCATION.
Programs such as S+T+ARTS Academies, which have educated over 1,000 young people, would cease to exist.
This would deprive future generations of valuable technological and innovation skills, impacting Europe's future
human capital.

Discontinuing support to the S+T+ARTS framework would send a discouraging message to the innovation
community, undermining their trust in ongoing and reliable support from the EU. Moreover, it would fragment the
collaborative networks that have been painstakingly built and would stifle the momentum of ongoing projects that are
set to deliver significant societal benefits.

CALL FOR ACTION

Based on these premises the S+T+ARTS community is urging for a consideration of the following areas of
intervention for the next Work Programme 2026-2027.

OEDICATED FUNDING FOR A C5A S+T+ARTS IN THE NEXT WORH PROGRAMME

We respectfully request that the European Commission allocates a dedicated CSA budget of €3 million
for the years 2026-2027, as part of the next Work Programme, to ensure the continuity and coordination
of the S+T+ARTS initiative. This amount aligns with precedent: most S+T+ARTS CSA and coordination
projects (e.g. S+T+ARTS ECOSYSTEM, S+T+ARTS4AFRICA, S+T+ARTS PRIZE) fall within this range. As an
interdisciplinary platform, S+T+ARTS has demonstrated its potential to foster innovation by integrating
artistic practices with cutting-edge scientific and technological research. Providing targeted financial
support for S+T+ARTS would enable the expansion of its impact in key areas such as digital
transformation, sustainability, and cultural innovation. Prioritizing funding for this initiative, would reinforce
Europe’s leadership in fostering cross-disciplinary approaches that address pressing societal challenges.

. PROVIDING SPECIFIC SUPPORT THROUGH CLUSTER &

We urge the Commission to allocate a dedicated reference under Horizon Europe Cluster 2 for a
Research and Innovation Action (RIA) and Innovation Action (IA), to support new transdisciplinary
S+T+ARTS collaborations that address EU Missions and Green Deal priorities. This allocation is justified
by the S+T+ARTS framework proven impact and cost-efficiency. Over the past decade, S+T+ARTS has
demonstrated that integrating artistic practices into research and innovation not only enhances creativity
and interdisciplinarity but also contributes directly to mission-oriented outcomes, particularly in areas
such as climate adaptation, sustainable industry, digital transformation, and citizen engagement. Crucially,
S+T+ARTS also demonstrates significant industry relevance, particularly in high-tech domains such as
High-Performance Computing (HPC).
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Contributions from stakeholders like HLRS (High-Performance Computing Center Stuttgart),
demonstrate that the S+T+ARTS model introduces valuable perspectives and design thinking into
cutting-edge computational environments. Artistic collaborations have been shown to challenge and
expand traditional HPC paradigms leading to innovations in user interaction, data visualization,
sustainability, and system-human integration. This is a clear example of how art-driven innovation can
enhance not only social impact but also technological impact, competitiveness and industrial
excellence.
Looking at the draft calls for 2026-2027, we suggest that specific reference should be inserted in
relation to having S+T+ARTS's pilot cases or the application of the S+T+ARTS methodology within the
following calls:

» HERITAGE 01 - “Artistic intelligence”: harnessing the power of the arts to address complex

challenges, enhance soft skills and boost innovation and competitiveness.
» HERITAGE 03 - Al integration in CCSI work practice: catalyzing innovation and competitiveness.
» HERITAGE 07 - Social impact of cultural heritage.

. CONSIDER ADOPTING 5+T+ARTS METHOOS ANO APPROACHES IN OTHER FUNDING SCHEMES

We also call for S+T+ARTS methodologies to be integrated in existing funding mechanisms, such
as:

e 2% earmarking of Creative Europe funds for hybrid projects.

¢ Pilots under the EIT Culture & Creativity KIC, with €1-2M per year.

¢ Pilots under the New European Bauhaus

e Inclusion in regional development (ERDF) programmes via Interreg cross-border initiatives.
S+T+ARTS methodologies have demonstrated significant potential in addressing specific
challenges, particularly in achieving social impact. By integrating these approaches across different
funding streams and research calls, the EC could foster more collaborative and innovative solutions
to key European priorities, including sustainability, digital transformation, health and societal
resilience. The strategic approach would enhance the overall effectiveness and impact of current
and future research initiatives.

CONCLUSION

The S+T+ARTS ecosystem is a vital and innovative part of Europe's research and innovation landscape.
Discontinuing support for this initiative would undo years of progress and undermine Europe's ability to
address complex societal challenges through interdisciplinary collaboration. With continued and enhanced
support, we strongly believe that S+T+ARTS can play a pivotal role in advancing the Commission's priorities,
including achieving the goals set out in the EU missions for 2030. Investing in this unique framework, would
reaffirm the Commission’s commitment to fostering innovation, sustainability, and cultural enrichment across
Europe.

For the reasons discussed above, the representatives of the S+T+ARTS Ecosystem are calling for specific
instruments to support projects at the intersection of art, science and technology. We kindly ask that European
representatives take these requests into account when finalising the proposals for the next Work Programme
and the next Multi-Financial Framework. Support is crucial to ensure that Europe retains this invaluable asset
and continues to nurture its innovative and creative communities.
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